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Study of polyphony in the Abdul Wahab al-Issawi's novel Al-

Diwan al-Isberti based on Bakhtin's idea 
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Abstract: 

Polyphony in literary criticism was first introduced by the Russian theorist 

Mikhail Bakhtin. And in the second half of the twentieth century, it began 

with a study of Dostoevsky's novels through which Bakhtin discovered the 

foundations of freedom of expression. And the rule of the hegemonic 

system denied the third-person narrator. These bases include: Polyphony 

and Hetero glossia. And multilingualism is divided into components such 

as: Hybridation, Stratification, Parody, Dialogic Genre, Special dialogues. 

Because polyphony has prevailed in the novel Al-Diwan al-Isberti, this 

novel is written by in Algeria novelist. This article was reviewed by 

descriptive-analytical method. Al-Issawi illustrated all the political and 

social events using the five fictional characters of the novel, the history of 

the islands from 1815 to 1833. Some of these characters are taken from real 

people of that period. With these phone, he narrates the events of Ottoman 

domination and French colonization. The novel won the Booker Prize for 

Arabic Novel in 2020. Al-Issawi chose polyphony for this novel to quote 

history from several perspectives. The most important results obtained from 

this study are the existence of the literary pen of the novel. In the dialogism, 

there is a mixture of the hybrrization component, and a little parody, and 

there is also the dialogic genre and hetero glassia. The study of this fusion 

has generally been less considered by researchers in a text. 

Key words: polyphony, Bakhtin, Al_Daiwan Al_Esbartri, Abdul Wahab 

Al-Issawi. 

                                                           
 *- Associate Professor in Arabic Language and Literature, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani 

University,Tabriz, Iran. (Corresponding Author.)  Email: a.sayadani@azaruniv.ac.ir 

 **- Assistant Professor in Arabic Language and Literature, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani 

University, Tabriz, Iran. 

 ***- Ph.D. candidate in Arabic language and Literature, Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University, 

Tabriz, Iran. 

Receive Date: 2021/04/08- Accept Date: 2021/10/07. 

mailto:a.sayadani@azaruniv.ac.ir


197                      Studies on Arabic Language and Literature                

         

The sources and References: 
 

1. Al-Arabi, Ahmad, Reading in the novel: "Al-Daiwan Al-Esbarti", 

in the Masir website of culture and literature, 2020. 

2. Al-Hajmari, Abdul-Fattah, Structural and semantic thresholds of 

the text, I 1, Publications Dar Al-Bayda, Al-Rabeteh Company 

Publications, 1996. 

3. Al-Issawi, Abdul Wahab, The novel: Al-Daiwan Al-Esbarti, I 1, 

Algeria: Meem Publications, 2018. 

4. Al-Kurdi, Abdul-Rahim, Narrator and story text, I 1, Cairo: 

Etiquette Library, 2006. 

5. Arab Shobeh, Najat, Study of Bakhtin dialogue from sources and 

words, Baji Mokhtar University-Enayeh, Journal of Communication 

of Languages, Culture and Literature, 2012, 31. 

6. Bakhtin, M, The Novelistic Discourse. Translated by Mohamed 

Barada, I 1, Cairo: Al-Fikr Publication, 1987. 

7. Ebn Al-Monghedh, Osameh, Exquisite in poetry and criticism, 

Research from Ahmad Badawi, Hamed, Abdul-Majid, Cairo: 

Ministry of Culture and Local Guidance, 1960. 

8. Gauchet, Marcel, Religion in Democracy, T: Shafiq Mohsen, I 1, 

Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2007. 

9. Hamdawi, Jamil, Theory of formalism in literature and art, I 1, 

Nador– Tatouan/Maroc: Dar Al-Rif Electronic Publications, 2020. 

10. Lahmdani, Hamid, The Stylistics of Novelism, Morocco: 

Casablanca, 1989. 

11. Lak, Manuchehr, National identity in the poetry of sacred 

defense, Iranian National Studies Quarterly, The sixth year, 1384, 

Issue 2, 111-132. 

12. Qattus, Bassam, Semiotics of the title, I 1, Jordan: Ministry of 

culture, 2001. 

13. Wallace, Martin, Recent Theories Narrative, T: Hayat Jasem, 

Cairo: Supreme Court of Culture, 1998. 

14. Zitouni, Latif, Dictionary of Criticism of the Novel, Lebanon: Al-

Nahar Publication, 2002. 


