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Abstract:

Mahmoud Shukair is considered one of the most prominent writers affiliated
with realism, especially when the local conditions in Palestinian society
matured, which led to the dominance of the realist trend in the Palestinian
novel. These political circumstances and events did not leave a trace of
romance in literature, but rather imposed positive realism on literature, so
Mahmoud Shukair turned to his society, and the concerns and pain of his
people’s children became one of his active themes and the main themes of
his ideas. His writing became an objective extension of the real-life story, in
its connection with the Palestinian child's concerns and suffering. Some of
his novels were a reality full of creativity, such as "I and Jumana,"
"Maryam's Words" and "Dreams of the Skinny Boy". That made us trace
three types of realism in it, most notably documentary realism, which tends
to convey reality as it is, and realism and the symbol that came to a realistic
necessity, which prompted the writer to use it as a means to express his
views, as a result of the suppression of freedom of expression, and the
imposition of cultural siege. The third form in the stories is "fantasy,” which
is represented in the way the writer seeks to stimulate and stimulate the
imagination of the child and is embodied in the child's dream of
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transcending the time and spatial limits... to fly into a new reality. We have
come to the conclusion that his fictional production depicts reality, and
conveys it faithfully, to expose it and then to change it with his new means,
such as fantasy and symbol. This is what distinguishes Shukair in his
narrative construction. We have sensed solutions and proposals that call for
changing the reality; this in itself is positive in the narrative construction,
and is in harmony with the realists’ positions, values and calls to criticize
and change reality.

Keywords: Palestinian  children's literature, Mahmoud Shukair,
documentary realism, symbol, fantasy.
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