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The Background for Associations in the Short Story of “Cuckoo Clock”
in the Collection Kan Ma Kan

Hasan godarzi Lemraski, Associate Professor, Department of Arabic
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Fatemeh Khorramiyan, M.A. Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, Mazandaran University, Iran.

Abstract

In fiction, the writer or narrator utilizes various formats to tell about
fictional events and adventures and the fictional characters. Usinng a stream
of associations is one such technique. The psychological mecanism is that
a series of concepts enters the mind because of the proximity or similarity or
contras. In this style of story writing, the author provides a flow of words
and creates new situations, one leading to another, as it is the case in the
short story " Cuckoo Clock " from the book "Kan Ma kan" by Mikhail
Naimeh, the great Lebanese modernist literary figure. In “cuckoo Clock”, an
image or event is used in the story in a way that any component associates
with and evokes other components or events. In this great work, in which
the author either consciously or otherwise employs various narrative
techniques, the entanglement of the story’s actions and the narrator’s
feelings , emotions and experiences has caused the writer’s mind to receive
a series of associations and start a stream of consciousness. In this article,
the author focuses on the role of associations in recalling events and
forming a narrative by the analytical - description method, and shows the
context and background for the associations in the story after stating the
basic principles governing associations. The article conclude that Mikhaeel
Naimeh, instaed of repetition and wordiness, uses conceptual associations to
restate the memories of the story’s character. He uses the principle of
similarity, which plays the most significant role in the story, along with
principles of adjacency and contrast in an attempt to deal with the details in
the life of the story’s main character and resolve the problems which arises.
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