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Abstract:

Social conflict emerges in interactions between individuals and groups when
interests intersect or values diverge, reflecting the dynamics of society. Lewis
Coser addressed this phenomenon as a natural part of social interactions that helps
reorganize the balance among different forces. From a socio-conceptual
perspective, these interactions can be examined as a network of real, symbolic,
internal, and external relationships, enabling an understanding of how they shape
individual and collective identity and organize the social system. This study
analyzes the main patterns of social conflict in Zaki Al-Derawi’s novel Shadows of
Mary, focusing on how these conflicts are reflected in the characters’ relationships
with society. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to understand
the dynamics of power and interaction between individuals and groups. The study
revealed four primary types of social conflict. Realistic conflict appears through
disparities between local communities and official authority, reflecting society’s
efforts to regulate internal relations and protect its interests according to norms and
traditions. Unrealistic conflict manifests in symbolic emotions and scenes that
strengthen bonds and affirm social status without direct confrontation. Internal
conflict emerges from the tension between contradictory feelings and motives
within characters, affecting behavior and decisions. External conflict is shown in
characters’ encounters with surrounding constraints, including law, traditions, and
social pressures, reflecting the distribution of power and organization of
relationships to ensure cohesion and protect shared values.

Keywords: Sociocriticism, social conflict, Lewis Coser, Zaki Al-Derawi,
Shadows of Mary.
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Social conflict is a fundamental driver of social relations, arising from differing
interests, values, and positions within the social system, and it reveals internal
structures, degrees of cohesion, and social transformations that shape the identity
of individuals and groups alike. Within this framework, conflict is not merely a
sign of disorder but a mechanism that exposes structural contradictions between
different classes and groups, highlighting disparities in power, resources, and
opportunities. The socio-conceptual approach, particularly through Lewis Coser's
perspective, allows for tracing the interplay between psychological factors and
social controls, where individual emotions intersect with collective structures to
produce complex dynamics of acceptance, resistance, or change. Literary texts,
especially novels, serve as symbolic discourses that reflect these societal tensions
and artistically reshape them through characters, events, and plots. Zaki Al-
Derawi's novel Shadows of Mary offers a rich portrayal of social conflict within a
traditional community, making it an ideal case for analysis. This study adopts a
descriptive-analytical method to examine how social conflict manifests in the
novel, focusing on the relationships between characters and their surrounding
society. It seeks to answer two main questions: what are the most important
patterns of social conflict represented in the novel according to Coser's theory, and
what social and symbolic functions do these conflicts serve in shaping individual
and collective identities?

2. Materials & Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on Lewis Coser's
theory of social conflict, integrated with the socio-conceptual framework of P.V.
Zima, which allows for analyzing the literary text from within while
simultaneously connecting it to its broader social and cultural contexts. The
primary material for analysis is Zaki Al-Derawi's novel Shadows of Mary (2023),
published by Dar Al-Adab Al-Basri in Basra, which offers a rich portrayal of
various forms of social tension within a traditional community navigating between
tradition and modernity. This study identifies four patterns of social conflict as
classified by Coser (realistic conflict, unrealistic conflict, internal conflict, and
external conflict) by conducting a close and meticulous reading of the novel to
extract representative excerpts for each pattern. Each excerpt is then analyzed
interpretively to uncover its meanings, functions, and implications within the
narrative and social structure of the work. Additionally, the research draws upon
Coser's major works, including The Functions of Social Conflict (1965) and Les
fonctions du conflit social (1992), alongside other Arabic, Persian, and English
sources including books, university theses, and academic journals, to ensure a
theoretically grounded and methodologically sound analysis.
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3. Research Findings

The analysis reveals that the novel embodies four primary patterns of social
conflict according to Coser's typology. Realistic conflict appears through
disparities between local communities and official authority, as seen in the people
of Al-Wasitah who reject police intervention and apply their own customs and
informal justice to regulate internal relations. Unrealistic conflict manifests in
intensely emotional and symbolic scenes, such as the reactions of Bahiya Sultan
and Mary upon being reunited with the child, where the struggle is over emotional
status and symbolic belonging rather than material resources. Internal conflict
emerges from the tension between contradictory feelings within individual
characters, most clearly in Umm Malikah, who experiences a painful inner struggle
between longing for the child and fear for his safety. External conflict is shown
through characters' encounters with surrounding constraints, exemplified by the
child Fawzi being denied education due to the lack of a birth certificate, revealing
how institutional structures control belonging and social status.

4. Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The four types of social conflict in Shadows of Mary are not merely destructive
forces but serve significant positive functions. Realistic conflict helps preserve
collective identity and enhance internal solidarity, as the shared opposition to
external power reinforces group boundaries. Unrealistic conflict tests and
rearranges emotional bonds without physical violence, allowing for the redefinition
of family roles and creating a unique model of shared motherhood based on
solidarity. Internal conflict reveals how social pressures are internalized and
transformed into psychological struggles that ultimately shape behavior and
decision-making. External conflict serves as a critique of institutional justice,
exposing the gap between theoretical rights and bureaucratic procedures.
Ultimately, the novel demonstrates that marginalized communities can create
alternative systems of social control that are often more effective than official
institutions, and that conflict, when managed constructively, becomes a mechanism
for adaptation, resilience, and the rebuilding of social bonds on new foundations.
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