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Abstract:

Imbalance of power is one of the factors that provokes violent acts by society
activists. In this context, the works of writers and artists, as active members of
society, help to reveal the prevailing violence and its hidden dimensions through
symbols and narratives. This increases collective consciousness and makes it
possible to analyze its social and political roots without falling into the trap of
directly justifying violence. Slavi Zizek, in the second chapter, i try to find a new
view about the concept of violence. he divides the violence into two types of
blatant violence and hidden violence that each has different types. This research
examines the novel "Thomn and Clove" by Yahya Sinwar - which was written
during his long imprisonment and depicts the life under Israeli occupation through
prison experiences, the daily resistance of the Palestinian people - in the framework
of Zizek's theory of violence. the present study shows that violence acts as a cross -
interwoven network in this network, system violence is the system of occupation
which is manifested in the form of prison, land occupation and structural
deprivation .in the face of this mechanism, analysis of events and the collective
reaction of prisoners show that the acts of mythological violence, even when it
causes the destruction of the existing order, can symbolically result in reproduction
of collective power and social changes.
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Extended summary
1-Introduction

Violence is a historical phenomenon; criminal and terrorist acts, civil unrest,
and international conflicts are telltale signs of violence, evidence of which
can be found in all historical periods. This study attempts to examine the
dimensions of this violence from the perspective of Slavoj Zizek, a
Slovenian philosopher and theorist in the fields of sociology, cultural
critique, and politics, who offers a fascinating new framework for capturing
the forces of violence in our world. One of the central themes in Slavoj
Zizek's theoretical framework is violence and its accompanying overt and
covert actions. He holds that violence is something that is collectively
constructed by actors, and distinguishes between overt and covert violence.
Instead of directly confronting violence, which, from his perspective,
includes direct and overt violence, Zizek also takes a glance at violence,
which he calls covert or systemic violence. Systemic violence is a
combination of two types of symbolic violence and proactive violence,
while proactive violence is based on dual, mythical, and divine violence. In
his view, there are reasons for overlooking the issue of violence, and the
basic assumption is that confrontation with violence is inherently
embarrassing, and that a strong aversion to violent acts and sympathy for
victims, constantly, like a trap-like pull, prevents humans from thinking.

2.Materials & Methods

This paper, employing a descriptive-analytical method, attempts to prove,
based on historical examples and evidence, that Martyr Yahya Sinwar, by
using various symbols in this novel, was able to portray the various
dimensions of violence in the political, social, cultural, and struggle life of
the Palestinians that the Zionist regime has carried out against the people of
this country. In addition, this research attempts to outline aspects of the
mechanisms that are effective in causing violent acts against the people of
this land. Also, it analyzes and examines the roots and causes of violence.
The importance of the present study lies in critiquing and dissecting the
communication process through an analysis of various violent actions in the
discourse of the novel "The Thorn and the Clove." This examination aims to
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understand the process of achieving understanding in the aforementioned
work and to analyze the impact of these actions on the audience.

3. Research findings

In this article, the application of Slavoj ZiZek's theory of violence, including
proactive, passive, systemic, theistic, mythical, double, and symbolic
violence, is analyzed in the novel "The Thorn and the Clove" to measure the
way in which different categories of violence are utilized in the novel's
discourses and, based on that, to follow the process of formation,
transmission, and reception of meaning in it.

3-1.Proactive violence: It is violence that is carried out by specific
perpetrators openly and visibly and has a tangible presence at the level of
collective consciousness. In this novel, the ruling military apparatus
embodies this kind of violence: an organized, purposeful, and ruthless act
that is justified by the language of “security” and “law,” but in reality
derives its legitimacy from the suppression, destruction, and physical
elimination of the other.

3-2. Passive violence: In this category, punishment is not proportional to
the crime, and some discrimination and irregularity are observed in the
dispensation of punishment. In parts of the novel, violence is applied not as
a reaction to criminal action, but as an imposed behavior; the subject has no
agency and is targeted solely because of his identity and social station.

3-3. Systemic violence: A type of covert violence that is inherent in a
system and is the result of the catastrophic impact of the political, economic,
and cultural system. The disregard for women's dignity and the use of
gender as a tool of humiliation stem from the ideological and structural
logic of the Zionist regime's policy, which is a form of systemic violence
that is evident in parts of the novel.

3-4. Divine violence: This type of violence has an aspect beyond the law;
therefore, it is not carried out by government, repressive, and disciplinary
agencies, but rather, its perpetrators are groups outside the circle of power.
In this novel, members of the PLO are depicted in a way that, although



outside the official circle of those fighting the occupation, they act in a way
that actually advances the goals of the Zionist rulers. These groups conflict
with Hamas and, although they are ostensibly considered defenders of the
Palestinians, they engage in secret negotiations with Israel, which is a form
of divine violence.

3-5. Mythical violence: Mythical violence is a means of establishing
government, law, and socio-legal order. Mythical violence in this novel, by
creating conditions that destroy existing law and order, plays a dual role: a
tool of force to establish dominance and a stimulus for the emergence of
collective action and the reproduction of symbolic justice.

3-6. Double violence: Double violence is a type of violence that occurs in
complete cruelty and ruthlessness, without evidence or law, and originates
from the desire of another. In parts of the novel, the killing of civilians,
especially children, occurs not to achieve a specific goal, but simply as a
pure manifestation of cruelty and the desire to destroy the "other."

3-7. Symbolic violence: This type of violence is divided into 4 categories:
justifiable, emotional, linguistic, and moral, each of which is explained
below: A) Justifiable violence: In this type of violence, people may be
influenced by violent circumstances to take actions that they would not
normally be motivated to take. Portraying prison as an institution works by
creating oppressive rules and norms, which is itself a form of justifiable
violence. B) Emotional violence: A set of violent news and events about the
creed of a particular individual or group that provokes an emotional and
sentimental reaction that goes against that individual's beliefs. In the novel,
the harsh reaction of a character named Mahmoud, who utters the phrase,
"You and your wives are sitting at home," reveals that this emotional
violence is not just an intellectual disagreement, but rather an emotional
wounding. C) Verbal violence: This type of violence refers to the use of
obscene language. Scenes from the novel are a clear manifestation of what
can be called verbal violence. By using words such as "cowards" and "there
is not a man among you," as well as verbal threats, the prison warden is
effectively using language not as a means of communication, but as a

"

weapon to humiliate and crush the prisoners' spirits. D) Moral violence:
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Forcing others to do or abandon certain things under the guise of customs,
religion, etc., that they do not believe in or have no intention of doing or
abandoning. As is evident, women, who are usually and in most societies at
a lower level than men in terms of access to various forms of power, are
among the main victims of this type of violence.

4. Discussion of Results & Conclusion

An analysis of the novel "The Thorn and the Clove" by Yahya Sinwar
indicates that this work represents violence as an intertwined network. In
this network, the systematic violence of the occupying institution,
manifested in imprisonment, territorial occupation, and structural
deprivation, forms the main context. This invisible violence manifests itself
in the form of mental violence, which is observed both in the actions of
resistance activists and in the repressive practices of the occupying regime.
An examination of the mechanisms of repression in the novel shows how
detentions without trial and torture force subjects to accept the existing
order. Institutional discrimination and irregularity in the application of
punishment reinforce control and domination, and ensure the continuation
of power through the normalization of humiliation and restriction. In
contrast to this mechanism, the analysis of riot events and the collective
reaction of prisoners shows that acts of violence, even when they destroy
the existing order, can symbolically lead to the reproduction of collective
power and social transformation.

Keywords: Violent acts, Slavoj Zizek, the Thorn and the Clove, Martyr
Yahya Sinwar.
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