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Abstract:

The sermons of Imam Hasan (AS) are significant classical texts that reflect
the intellectual and political tensions of early Islam. They are characterized
by a remarkable richness of semantic phenomena that contributed to
shaping an influential reformist discourse. The central question of this
research concerns how Imam Hasan (AS) employed semantic oppositions
in his sermons to clarify doctrinal and ethical concepts and to critique
political and social realities. The importance of the study lies in its attempt
to move beyond traditional rhetorical readings and approach the text
through tools of modern semantics. The research employed a descriptive-
analytical method based on Frank Palmer’s classification of semantic
oppositions; it should be noted that among the types examined, “Implied
Opposition” was originally proposed by Kourosh Safavi. The study was
carried out on 220 pairs of opposing words found in 32 sermons attributed
to Imam Hasan (AS), compiled in the widely recognized scholarly work
Kunuz al-Hikam wa Funun al-Kalim. The results showed that the Imam
(AS) utilized six types of opposition: gradable, complementary, binary,
directional, lexical, and implied. Complementary opposition was the most
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frequent (28%), followed by gradable (21%), while binary opposition had
the lowest frequency (5%). The analysis demonstrated that these
oppositions were not merely rhetorical ornaments but served multiple
functions—cognitive  (clarifying religious concepts), pedagogical
(instilling ethical values), and socio-political (critiquing deviations and
exposing the contrast between truth and falsehood). The study concludes
that semantic opposition was a pivotal tool in structuring Hasanian
discourse and significantly contributed to strengthening its rhetorical and
semantic effect within a highly complex historical context.

Keywords: Semantics; Semantic Contrast; Semantic Dichotomies;
Sermons of Imam Hasan (PBUH); Frank Palmer

Extended Summary

1.Introduction

Semantic opposition, a central concept in modern semantics, surpasses
traditional antonymy by revealing deeper layers within discourse. Although
historically rooted in classical rhetoric under the term “antonymy,” it now
encompasses patterns such as gradable, complementary, binary, directional,
lexical, and implied oppositions. This study analyzes these patterns in the
sermons of Imam Hassan (peace be upon him), sourced from Kunuz al-
Hikam wa Funun al-Kalim, using a descriptive-analytical approach. By
examining 32 sermons, the research investigates how semantic oppositions
contribute to stylistic refinement and rhetorical strength, reflecting Imam
Hassan’s ideological and ethical vision. The analysis highlights the
oppositions’ role in conveying religious and social concepts within the tense
historical circumstances of his time. Imam Hassan’s use of oppositions
countered intellectual and political deviations and served as a powerful
rhetorical instrument. This study fills a gap in contemporary linguistic
research by applying a systematic classification, based on Safavi’s and
Palmer’s frameworks, to uncover the structural and communicative depth of
Imam Hassan’s discourse and to enhance understanding of its semantic and
stylistic complexity.
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2. Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to examine
semantic oppositions in 32 sermons of Imam Hassan (peace be upon him),
drawn from Kunuz al-Hikam wa Funun al-Kalim, selected for its
comprehensive and reliable compilation. The classification of oppositions
follows Kourosh Safavi’s model, supplemented by Palmer’s concepts, and
includes gradable, complementary, binary, directional, lexical, and implied
oppositions. Linguistic examples were extracted from the text and analyzed
semantically with close attention to lexical, rhetorical, and pragmatic
contexts. The process involved identifying relevant linguistic phenomena,
categorizing them both quantitatively and qualitatively, and conducting
statistical analyses to determine the frequency of each type of opposition. A
graphical chart illustrates the percentage distribution. Textual analysis tools
were used to ensure accurate classification, focusing on how oppositions
function stylistically and semantically to enhance meaning and reinforce
ideological and ethical values. This method clarifies the deep structure and
communicative mechanisms of Imam Hassan’s discourse, demonstrating
how oppositions were strategically utilized to address socio-political
challenges and to strengthen doctrinal messages during a historically
turbulent period.

3. Research Findings

The analysis of 32 sermons by Imam Hassan (peace be upon him) revealed
a notable diversity of semantic opposition types. Complementary
oppositions were the most common, as in “The sun breathes life into it, and
the moon colors it,” reflecting natural complementarity. Binary
oppositions—such as “Arab and non-Arab”—were the least frequent,
suggesting social nuance. Gradable oppositions, exemplified by “Praise be
to God, who has no known beginning or finite end,” reflected temporal
flexibility. Directional oppositions, such as “the East and the West,”
conveyed symbolic universality. Lexical oppositions, including “he who
knows me and he who does not,” highlighted the contrast between
knowledge and ignorance. Implied oppositions—such as “destroy and



Journal of

Studies on Arabic Language and Literature

PRS- RETEE O. Se N Ces E  TIE Sae s e T L WS NS T

155 Volume 16, Issue 42, Fall 2025 and Winter 2026

revive”—reflected deep value-based contrasts. Statistical analysis supported
by graphical representation confirmed the dominance of complementary
oppositions and highlighted their structural role in meaning construction.
These oppositions enhanced rhetorical rhythm and produced vivid mental
imagery, demonstrating Imam Hassan’s linguistic mastery in crafting
impactful discourse that addressed doctrinal, ethical, and social concerns.

4. Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings show that semantic oppositions in Imam Hassan’s sermons are
not merely stylistic devices but strategic instruments for conveying
profound religious, ethical, and social messages. The prominence of
complementary oppositions underscores their effectiveness in establishing
clear, compelling contrasts, while the low frequency of binary oppositions
suggests a nuanced and sophisticated rhetorical approach. Shaped by the
socio-political tensions of Imam Hassan’s era—particularly his stance
against the Umayyads—these oppositions articulated ideological and moral
critiques, as reflected in contrasts such as “knowledge vs. ignorance” and
“destroy vs. revive.” The statistical predominance of complementary
oppositions affirms their role in ensuring textual coherence and rhetorical
harmony. This study fills a scholarly gap by applying a modern semantic
framework to Imam Hassan’s discourse, revealing its structural and
communicative depth. The oppositions served as effective tools for
transmitting doctrinal truths and ethical values, addressing societal
challenges with linguistic precision. Ultimately, the analysis highlights
Imam Hassan’s rhetorical brilliance, demonstrating how semantic
oppositions shaped a discourse that resonated with his audience and
reinforced his leadership amid a divisive historical context.
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