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Abstract:

The sermons of Imam Hassan (AS) are important heritage texts that
reflect the intellectual and political struggles of early Islam. These
sermons, due to their multiple semantic phenomena, have played a role in
shaping an influential reformative discourse. The main research problem is
to investigate how Imam Hassan (AS) employed semantic oppositions in
his sermons to explain doctrinal and moral concepts and to criticize
political and social reality. The importance of this study lies in its attempt
to go beyond traditional rhetorical readings and approach the text using
modern semantic tools. This research adopts a descriptive-analytical
method, relying on Frank Palmer's classification of semantic oppositions
and the implied opposition first proposed by Koorosh Safavi, and is
applied to 220 opposing word pairs in 32 sermons attributed to Imam
Hassan (AS), compiled in the book "Kunuz al-Hikam wa Funun al-Kalim,"

Imam Hassan (AS) wused six types of opposition: gradable,
complementary, binary, directional, lexical, and implied. Complementary
opposition was the most frequent at (%28), and binary opposition was the
least frequent at (%5). These oppositions were not merely rhetorical

*- Email: m.nazarzadeh@modares.ac.ir
Receive Date: 2025/08/14  Revise Date: 2025/10/10  Accept Date: 2025/10/17.

—i@ '
©2026 The Author(s): This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative

Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
long as the original authors and sources are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publishers.



https://orcid.org/0009-0007-0280-2153
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9987-5429
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-1995-5623
https://lasem.semnan.ac.ir/article_10566.html
https://lasem.semnan.ac.ir/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2538-3280
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2008-9023

Journal of

Studies on Arabic Language and Literature

PRS- RETEE O. Se N Ces E  TIE Sae s e T L WS NS T

153 Volume 16, Issue 42, Fall 2025 and Winter 2026

embellishments but served multiple functions: cognitive (explaining
religious concepts), educational (reinforcing moral values), and socio-
political (criticizing deviations and revealing the contrast between truth
and falsehood). The results indicate that semantic opposition was a central
tool in the discourse structure of Imam Hassan (AS) and, in complex
historical circumstances, contributed significantly to enhancing its
rhetorical and semantic effect.

Keywords: Semantics; Semantic Opposition; Binary Oppositions; Sermons
of Imam Hassan (AS); Frank Palmer.

Extended Summary

1.Introduction

Semantic opposition, a cornerstone of modern semantics, extends beyond
traditional antonymy to reveal profound layers within discourse. Historically
embedded in classical rhetoric as "antonymy," it now includes diverse
patterns such as gradable, complementary, binary, directional, lexical, and
implied oppositions. This study analyzes these patterns in the sermons of
Imam Hassan (AS), sourced from Kunuz al-Hikam wa Funun al-Kalim,
employing a descriptive-analytical approach. By examining 32 sermons, the
research explores how semantic oppositions enhance stylistic elegance and
rhetorical impact, reflecting Imam Hassan's ideological and ethical vision.
The analysis underscores the oppositions' role in conveying religious and
social concepts within the fraught historical context of his era. Imam
Hassan's use of oppositions countered intellectual and political deviations,
serving as a potent rhetorical tool. This study addresses a gap in
contemporary linguistic research by applying a systematic classification,
based on Palmer and Safavi’s frameworks, to uncover the structural and
communicative depth of Imam Hassan’s discourse, contributing to a deeper
understanding of its semantic and stylistic intricacies.

2. Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to investigate
semantic oppositions in 32 sermons of Imam Hassan (AS), extracted from
Kunuz al-Hikam wa Funun al-Kalim, chosen for its comprehensive and
credible compilation. The classification of oppositions follows Palmer’s
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concepts model, supplemented by Koroush Safavi’s, encompassing
gradable, complementary, binary, directional, lexical, and implied
oppositions. Linguistic examples were drawn from the texts, analyzed
semantically with attention to lexical, rhetorical, and pragmatic contexts.
The process involved identifying linguistic phenomena, categorizing them
quantitatively and qualitatively, and conducting statistical analysis to map
the frequency of each opposition type. A graphical chart illustrates the
percentage distribution of oppositions. Textual analysis tools ensured
precise classification, focusing on the stylistic and semantic roles of
oppositions in enhancing meaning and emphasizing ideological and ethical
values. This approach elucidates the deep structure and communicative
mechanisms of Imam Hassan’s discourse, highlighting how oppositions
were strategically used to address socio-political challenges and reinforce
doctrinal messages in a historically turbulent period.

3. Research Findings

The analysis of 32 sermons by Imam Hassan (AS) revealed significant
diversity in semantic opposition patterns. A total of 220 opposing word
pairs were identified across the 32 sermons. Statistical analysis showed that
complementary oppositions were the most frequent at %28.18, followed by
gradable oppositions at %21.36, implied oppositions at %20.45, lexical
oppositions at %14.54, directional oppositions at %10, and binary
oppositions at %5.45. Complementary oppositions were the most frequent,
as in “The sun breathes life into it, and the moon colors it,” reflecting
natural complementarity. Binary oppositions, such as “Arab and non-Arab,”
were the least common, indicating social reflexivity. Gradable oppositions,
like “Praise be to God, who has no known beginning or finite end,”
showcased temporal flexibility. Directional oppositions, such as “the East
and the West,” carried symbolic universality. Lexical oppositions, as in “he
who knows me and he who does not,” highlighted knowledge versus
ignorance. Implied oppositions, like “destroy and revive,” conveyed deep
value-based contrasts. Statistical analysis, supported by a graphical chart,
confirmed the prevalence of complementary oppositions, underscoring their
role in structuring meaning. These oppositions enhanced rhetorical rhythm
and created vivid mental imagery, demonstrating Imam Hassan’s linguistic
mastery in crafting impactful discourse that addressed doctrinal, ethical, and
social dimensions within his sermons.
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4. Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings illustrate that semantic oppositions in Imam Hassan’s sermons
are not merely stylistic but serve as strategic tools to convey profound
religious, ethical, and social messages. These oppositions performed
multiple functions: cognitive (clarifying religious doctrines), educational
(reinforcing moral values such as patience and justice), and socio-political
(criticizing deviations like the Umayyads' corruption and revealing the
contrast between truth and falsehood.The predominance of complementary
oppositions highlights their effectiveness in creating clear, impactful
contrasts, while the rarity of binary oppositions suggests a nuanced
rhetorical approach. Shaped by the socio-political tensions of Imam
Hassan’s era, particularly his opposition to the Umayyads, these oppositions
articulated ideological and moral critiques, as seen in contrasts like
“knowledge vs. ignorance” and “destroy vs. revive.” The statistical
prevalence of complementary oppositions reinforces their role in ensuring
textual coherence and rhetorical harmony. This study bridges a research gap
by applying a modern semantic framework to Imam Hassan’s discourse,
revealing its structural and communicative depth. The oppositions facilitated
the transmission of doctrinal truths and ethical values, addressing societal
challenges with linguistic precision. Ultimately, the analysis underscores
Imam Hassan’s rhetorical brilliance, demonstrating how semantic
oppositions were instrumental in shaping a discourse that resonated with his
audience and reinforced his leadership in a divisive historical context.
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